pn es 
—_ 


COOLER 


3 


KA SAN 
ns Wop 


a. 


SADAME, 


Wn 4 
My being conſcious 
tomy lelfc how confuſed- 
ly and intricatcily , I 
haue dclinered my con- 
ceptions vnto your lady- 
Shippe vpon the ſcuerall 
occaſions of dilcourle we 
haue had together concer- 
ning that important ſub- 
ict of what faith and reli- 
g10 isthetrue one to brin 
vs to eternall happinelle 
( wherein your Ladyshipp 
Ay 
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is ſo wiſely and worthily 
inquiſitiueand follicitous) 
hath bcgottenthus follow- 
ing writing; in the which 
I will , 25 nere as I can, 
ſumme vp the hcads of 
thole cohderations I haue 
ſomtimes diſcuſſed vnto 
you in converſation. And 
I will brictcly and barely 
lay them b<tore you with- 
out ary long enlargement 
vpon them ; as haueing a 
better opinicn of the re- 
fictions that your Lady- 
Shipps grcat vnderſtanding 
and itrong reaſoning ſoule 
will by your lelfe make 
vpon the naked ſubiect 
fincerely propoled , then 
of any conynentary 1 can 
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frame vponit. And indezd 
ſuch diſcourſes as theſe , 
are deeperloked into,whe 
they are p6dercd by apru- 

entiall 1adgement , then 
when they are examined 
by ſcientificall ſpecula- 
cons . 

Bur with your leaue I 
Shail take the matter a 
little higher then where 
the chicks difhculty lee- 
mech to be , at which your 
Ladyshipp ſticketh con- 
ceiung that if we beginat 
theroote and proccede on 
. Reppe by ſteppe, weshall 
find our {carch the calyer, 
and the ſecurer, and our 
allent to the concluſions 
weshall collect, wil be the 
A uj 
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more hrmc and vigorours. 

We vill therfore begin 
with conſidering why 
faith and Ke ig1on 15 need» 
full coaman,betore Wede- 
termine the mcanes how 
to find out the zight 
faith : for that bcing once 
ſerled inthe vndceritading, 
we hall preſently without 
further diſputerciet v hat 
Religis ſoeuet is but pro- 
poſed, that hathnot ( tir" 
propricues Which are re- 

uired to bring that to 
palle, that Religion inits 
owne nature aymeth ar. 
And this mult bedone by 
taking a {urucy of lome of 
the operations of a human 


ſoule , and of the iunprel- 
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ſions madeinit by the ob- 
ies it is conucrſant with- 
all, 

1. Your Ladyshippmay 
be plcalcdth& to colder in 
the fiſt place. Thatitis by 
nature ingrafred in the 
foules of all mankinde to 
deſtre bearitude, (By which 
Word I meanc an intire, 
perfect, and ſecure frui- 
tion of all ſuchobieRs as 
one hath vehementaffec- 
tions vnto, Without-mix- 
ture of any thing one hath 
auerſion from.) For the 
ſoule haucing a perpetuall 
atiuity init, mult necella- 
rily haueſomething to gn- 
tertaine it lelte about : and 
according to the two 
A uy 
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chiefe powers of it ( which 
are the vnderſtanding and 
the will ) it employerth it 
ſelfe. firſt in the ſearch and 
inucſtigario of what 15 true 
and good ; and then, ac- 
cording tothe mdgement 
it mak<cth ofit,the will fol- 
lowcth and with affectios 
—_ at it, Which it it 

appen to ſeize vpon,the 
foule is at content and at 
reſt: but if it nulle, its vn- 
quict, and laboureth with 
all vchcemence to com- 
r_k it : and if any thing 

appcn Tac 1s repugnant 
tothe nature of it , it viceh 
all induſtry and cſhcacious 
meanecs to ouctrcome and 
banish it:io thatall the ac- 
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tions and motions of it, 
tend to gaine contentment 
and bcaticude. 

2. Inthenextplace you 
may pleaſeto confider that 
this tull beatirnde which 
the ſoule thi:lteth afcer, 
cannot bg cnioyed in this 
lite. For it isapparent, that 
intellectuall goods , as 
{ciecc, contewplationand 
fruition of ſpiricuall ob- 
iects and contentinents, 1n 
theire ownenature arethe 
chicks goods of theloule, 
and .ftect her much more 
ſtrongly and violently the 
corporall and ſenſuall ones 
can doe : torthey aremore 
agrecable to her nature, ad 
therfore mouc her more 
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efficaciouſly when they 
are duely reliched. Bur 
ſuch intelle&tuall goods 
cannot be perfectly rels- 
hed and inioycd as long as 
the ſoule is ummerled un 
the body , by reaſon that 
the ſentuall appetite ma- 
keth continuall warr a- 
gainſt the rationall part of 
the {oule; and m molt men 
maſtereth it, and in the 
_-_ this earthly ha- 

itation doth loc drawe 
downe and clogge and 
benumme thenobleinha- 
birant of it ( which would 
allwayes bukie it (elfe in 
ſubl1me contermplations ) 
as1t may be layd to be but 
ina iayle whiles it refideth 
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heere. And expericnce c0- 
firmeth vnto vs, that the 
ſparkes of knowledge we 
gaine heere are not pure; 
but haue the nature of lalr 
water, that increaſcth the 
thirſt in them who drnke 
moſt ofit ; and we 1wal- 
lowe the pureſt ſtreames 
likemenmn adrophie, who 
themore they drinke are 
ſti] che grecclcr of more. 
Thertors to haue this 
greedinelle of knowing 
fatished , and to exerciſe 
the powets of our ſoule in 
the pure and abſtrated 
contemplation of truth, 
and inthe ſincere fruition 
of {pintuall obicts , we 
muſt hauc patience vntull 
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She arrine vnto an other 
Kate of lif2, wherein being 
ſeparated from all corpo- 
rall feces , impediments , 
and contradictions , She 
may Wholly giuc herlelfe 
vp to that which 1s her 
natural] operation , and 
from whence reſulrth her 
true and perfect delight, 
Belides , cuen they who 
haugattaynedto the grea- 
teſtbleſſings (both inward 
and ourward ) that this 
world can aff orde, yet are 
facr from being complete- 
ly happy : for that ſtatead- 
mitreth noc mixture of the 
contrary , Which who was 
euer yet free from, were 
his fortune neuer ſo ſpe- 


13 
cions ? The very feare of 
looſing them , that muſt 
allwayes necflarily ac- 
compagny thoſe blef- 
ſings, 1s lucha ſpoonefull 
of gall to make their 
whole draught bitcer, as 
that alone , muſt needes 
take of the edge and vi- 
gour of the contentment 
that elſe they might en- 
ioy. How little can any 
man relish the obiects of 
delight which with neuer 
ſo great affluence ,belet 
him roundabout, when he 
knowcthasharpeand hea- 
ny ſword hangesh by a 
ſlender thread ouer his 
head , and at length muſt 
tall , and cuer after ſever 
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him from them 2 A litle 
diſtemper , an accidentall 
feauer , and ill mingled 
draught ( ſuchaoneasthe 
miracle of witt and lear- 
ning Lucretius mett with- 
all ) is enoughto turnethe 
braines of the wiſelt man 
that 1s, andin a few houres 
to blott out all theſe no- 
tions he hath bin all his 
life labouring ro poſlelle 
himſclfe of, and torender 
him of a more abiect, and 
deſpicable condition then 
the meaneſt wretch ling 
that hath but the common 
vic of reaſon.) The Genius 
that preſideth ouer hu- 
man atfaires, delighteth in 
perpetuall changes and 


__ 
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yariation of wh fortunes, 
ſo that he who late fate en- 
throned in greateſt digni- 
ty, is all of a ſuddaine pre- 
cipitated head - long vnta 
a condition moſt oppolite 
therunto : he thar but yel- 
terday had all his 10yesen- 
larged and ſwelled vp to 
their full height by the 
communication of a per- 
fet and entire, friend 
( without whichcanthere 

by any truceioye? ) hath to 
day loſt the comfort of 

all that the world canaf- 
ford him by the irrecoue- 
rable loile of that one 
friend. Ina word , death 
growing dayly vpon him, 
and encroaching vpon his 
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outworks, and by houres 
reducing him into a nar- 
rower circle , at leingth 
ſeizeth vpon himſelfe and 
maketh an eternall di- 
uorce betweene him and 
What was deareſt to him 
heere. 

3. Ournext conſideration 
then $hall be to difcouer 
v hat will reſult our of our 
ſwifte paſſadge through 
this vayle of milcries,and 
what impreſſions we $hall 
carry with vs out of this 
pilgrimage ; ſince we can- 
not ſuſpe%t it is aiourney 
aſſigned vsinvaine, bein 
the ordinary and natur 
courſe preſcribed by the 


wiſe author of nature toall 
mans 
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mankinde, and the ineui- 
tablethrough-farefor euc- 
ry manin particular. Ther- 
fore to proceed on in this 
methode , our third con- 
Clufon $hall be, that whar 
{locuer wdgemerthe ſouls 
once frameth in this life, * 
that indgement and that 
affection will perpetually 
remains 1n the foulc, vn- 
leils ſome contrary 1m- 

reſhton be mace 1n 1t to 
box it out 3; Which only 
hath power to expell any 
former one. For 1udge- 
ments and attetions are 
Cauicd ina ma! by theim- 
preſſion that the obicds 
make in his foule: and all 
that aty agent ay 11Þ.th at 

Þ 
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inany operation whatſoe- 
uer ( be it neuecr loforcible 
in action ) is bur to pro- 
duce 2a rc{emblarce of it 
ſelfc in the tubiect it wor- 
keth vpon; and cheretore 
it excluceth nothing that 
it findeth formerly there 
( which in our calc 15 the 
{oule ) valelic it be ſome 
fuch impicſion as 15 1n- 
compatibic with what it 
intendeth to cfic& thee ; 
or that the ſubicct is rot 
large cnough , both t© c- 
taynethe old ir. caus 
the ncw; mWhici cilci} C 
fictt muit be bc < Clis 10 
make rooge tor ths lace 
ter. But of iudg,cr il. ©1916 
aftections , none alc 4n- 
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copatible to oneanother, 
bur thoſe that are directly 
oppolite tooneanother by 
contradiction : Therfore 
only fuch haue power to 
expell one another ; and 
all that are not ſuch, are 
immediatly vnited to the 
very ſubſtice ofthe ſoule, 
which having an inhnite 
capacity , it can neuer be 
filled by any limited ob- 
ies whatloeuer : fo that 
they alwayes reſide in the 
ſoule, although they doe 
not atall tymes appeare in 
outward act ; which pro- 
cecdeth trom hence, that 
new and other unages are 
by the fantakie repretented 
to the loule, andshe ice- 
B 1) 
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meth to buſy herſelfe one- 
ly about what she hndeth 
th-re.which being burone 
diſtinct Image at a tyme 
( for corporall organs hauc 
limted comprehenſtons, 
andare quickly filled with 
mano [pecics) hether- 
upon ſcemerh to cxercilc 
bur one 1d zement, or but 
one affe&t10 at atyine. But 
asloone as the ſoule hall 
be releaticd out of the bo- 
+ dy (Which is like adatke 
priſon to wall it in) then 
She willat one and the 
ſame inftun actually 
knowe and 'loue all thoſe 
things $1. KnewWe, and lo- 
ued 11the body 3 With on- 
ly chusdufernce, tht her 
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knowledges will then be 
much more diſtin& and 
perf, , and her affe- 
ions much more ve- 
hement then they Were 
in this life, by rcalon that 
her coniuntion heere 
with refiſtent matter was a 
burden, and aclogge vnto 
her,and hindered the ach- 
uitic and force of her ope- 
rations. T he diticrence of 
theſe ſtates, may in lome 
meaſure beilluſtrated by a 
groſlead marteriall exiple: 
Reprelent vnto your lelfe 
a man walled vpina darke 
tower , that is {o cloſe as 
noe ayre nor light can 
come into it , excepting 
only at one little holc, and 
B uy 
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that hole tooaffordeth no 
cleare and free pailage to 
the ſight, but hathathick 
and muddy glafſle before 
it. Now if this man would 
looke vpon any ofthe ob- 
ies that arc about this 
tower, he mult gett them 
to be placed ouer againſt 
that hole, vnto which he 
mult lay his cye ; andthen, 
he can diicerne but one at 
atime, and tnat but dim- 
mely nether, andit hc will 
ſec {cuerall bodies, it muſt 
be by lo many lcueral! ite- 
rated actes as they are in 
number. Bur luppole ſome 
Earthquake or exteriour 
violencc to breake a ſun- 
der and throwe downe to 
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the ground the wals of this 
tower , leauing the man 
ventonched ana vnhurt; 
then at one inſtant , and 
with one calt of hiseyes, 
he beholdeth diftinaly , 
cleariy,i4 at caſe,all thoſe 
ſeurca'! obietts that with 
ſomach labour and tyme 
hc co9K2 biitamiltakinge 
ſuruzy of bore. 

4+ The touth conhidera- 
tion $h1'1 bz , that atterthe 
fictk inſtant 4h<rein the 
ſoulcislc parared from the 
body , she is then in her 
nature no longer lubiet 
or liable to any newW1um- 
preſſi. mn mntarts or chige 
wharſocucc. Forcharwhich 
Should caulc any fuch et 
B uy 
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fet, muſt be cther a mate- 
nall or a {pirituall agent : 
But a marcriall one cannot 
worke vpon it, forthat re- 
quireth quantitie in the 

atient , Whereby it may 
= applyeduntou to excr- 
ciſe its operation vpon it: 
Nor ca any [puual! aget 
cauſs any tucceſſion of 
new alteration ; Bur all 
that ſpwits worke one vpo 
another is donc at 'once 
andat one inſtant : which 
we $shall diſcemnethe clea- 
rer by examining the rea- 
ſon why there 1s tucceſſion 
and tyme taken vp inthe 
alteratios thatarewrought 
amongſt matenall things, 
for in them, by reaſon of 
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their quantity that cauſerh 
an extention and diſtance 
of the parts , the agent,all- 
though it haue neuer lo 
much diſpoſition and efht- 
cacy to Worke, muſt haue 
his ſcuerall parts applyed 
tothe ſcuerall parts of the 
paticnt by locall motion 
which requireth ryme for 
the performance thereof, 
And bclides , cuen in the 
agent itleltc, the grolle- 
nefle id heaumeſle of the 
matter gwueth anallay and 
isaclogge to the aCttiuity 
of the forme , ard asit 
were pulleth ir backe 
whiles tis inaction. But 
this is not fo in ſpirituall 
lubſtances , and thertore 
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we may conclude that a- 
mong them in the ſame ins 
ſtantrthat the agent 1s diſ- 
poſed to worke,the ation 
is performed : for on his 
partthereis nothing tore- 
tarde 1t, nor is there requi- 
red any locall motion 
which $should take vp 
tyme ; and likewiſe by the 

me reaſon , in the very 
inſtant that the patient is 
diſpoſed to recciue any 
impreſſion, it is wrought 
mit: Andthus,allthough 
there were ncuer lo many 
agents, and eucry one of 
them to performe neuer {0 
many = they would 


be ali done, and endedin 


one andthe lame inſtant, 
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5. The next conſidera- 
tion shall be, that thoſe 
perſons whoin this world 
had ſtrong and predomi- 
nant affections to ſenſible 
and materiall obie&ts ; and 
dycdinthart ſtate ; hall be 
eternally miſerable in the 
next, for by what we haue 
layed , it appeareth that 
thoſe affections will eter- 
nally remainein the ſoule; 
and tharafter the (eparatis 
ofit fromthe body , they 
cat neuer be blotted out 
ofit, o: changed; Andthe 
atteftions ot a ſeparated 
foulc arc much more ar- 
dent and vehement then 
whules 1t is in the body. 
Burt it is umpoſlible they 
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Should ever attayne inthat 
hate to the fruitis of what 
they loviolently couct and 
loue, and yet tor its ſake 
they negle&t all other 
goods V hatſocuer that 
they might have, whoſe 
beauty and excellEcy , not- 
wichſtanding they plainly 
diſcerne : they cannot 
choole thertore but exe- 
crate themlclues for their 
fondly miſplacea ( yer the 
etervally necellary) affec- 
tions, and pine awaye | if 
ſoImay fay ) with perpe- 
ruall anguish and deſpaire 
of whatthey ſo impatient- 
ly , and enragedly defire 
and ucuer can obtayne, 

6. The {xt conlidera- 
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tion Shall be, that to be 
happy inthenexc life, one 
= not ſettle their pre- 
dominant aff-&ions vpon 
any creature whatiocuer , 
or any good that we can 
naturally attayne to the 
knowledge of in this life, 
For what naturall good 
ſocuer 'we lone or enioy 
here, we mult by death be 
diuorced from, and ( as We 
haue ſayd before ) that ſe- 
paration will cauſe perpe- 
euall forrow , becaulc the 
aff:tions remaine vn- 
chageable, Andallthough 
weshould place our I 
City 1 naturall knowledge 
or any other intelleCtuall 
g00.! Witocucr, yet that 
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cannot ſatisfy the defi- 
res and fill the capacity 
of the ſoule , though it be 
neuer ſo pertely en- 
ioycd : for they are inh- 
nite; aud this can be colle- 
Ee but out of particular 
obicects ( tor the whole 
created vniuerle is but ſo) 
and therftore they hold no 
proporniotogether; butthe 
foulc haucingnothing elſe 
to fill it withall, ailthough 
itshould nat betormented 
with the former mentio- 
ned corroſtues of prepo- 
ſerous aftcRions , yet 1t 
cinot be at reſt and quiet , 
andthe thirſt of it ſatished 
by that dropp of waterin 
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compariſon of the vehe- 
ment ard2r of it. 

And thus it followeth, 
that ether man was not 
crcated for a determinate 
end, and for a {tate conue- 
nient for his nature, and 
able to {atisfic the origi- 
nall appetences of his 
{oule; or at the leaſt, no 
mi can by naturall meanes 
arriue to the end and pe- 
riod of happinelle. 

7.Butnow to proceedein 
the purſuance of this me- 
thod of realoning , andto 
follow hence forward the 
co:dudt of a ſupernaturall 
guicc , ſince nature quit- 
teih ys here, haucingleadvs 
on as long as she was able 
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to {ces we may mn the ſca- 
uenth place conhider thar 
God when he created 
man did not afſigne him 
&o remaincin the itate of 
pure nature, but did our of 
his goodnellc and libc:ali- 
ty conferre ſomething v po 
him that cxceedcd the 
ſpacre of his nature. For 
elle, the ficlt part oft the 
preceedent conlequence 
would follow; w hich were 
not only impious , butab- 
furd to lay , to wholocucr 
conlidereth the white 
gonnelle, wiledoine and 
onumpotency of God, For 
as heatc being cAecntiall to 
hre, cannot bur produce 
heat 1 Whatſocuer it 

har] 
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apphcation vnto; lo Goll 
being in his owneellence 
2oodnelle it (clfe, cannot 
chole bur doe vnto what - 
locucr proccedeth from 
him , all that good which 
the nature of 1t 1s Capable 
of ; ( whcther by naturall 
or {uncraaturall means ) 
and his wiſedome can rea- 
dily concriue the mcances 
to bring that to palle 
Which lis goodnetlc dif- 
poleth him to doe; And 
Is ormnipotency as calily 
actcti: what his other two 
attripults have protected ;; 
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She muſt bc eternally mile- 
rable; ut remayneth , that 
he who gaue thar capaci- 
' ty, mult allo afforde the 
obiect, andaſſigne meanes 
how to compalleand gaine 
ict. All which we haucall- 
ready proued is out of the 
reach of nature to diſ- 
cerne: and therforc it fol- 
loweth of conlequznce , 
that the author of nature 
muſt endowe man with 
ſome ſupernarurall pittes, 
if he be ina firdiſpolition 
ro receaue thum which 
may bring him to the 
lupernatuiall end hc was 
created tor. 

8 Our cight concluſion 
Shall beth..c ot theſe lupere 


— _—— - — — 


— _——— 2 —— 


35 

natural! giftes , the firſt 
and the ground and foun- 
dation of all the reſt, 15 
faith, For we haue allready 
determined that we can- 
not by any naturall meanes 
attaine'to the knowledge 
ot any 9bietthat mayren- 
der vs completely happy 
in T1C-NeXt Fife ; And yet 
ſuch Knowledge mult be 
had , to the end that we 
may direct our actionsto 
gaine the fruition of thar 
obict. Thertore there is 
no Way left to compatle 
this, but by the in- 
ſtructions and diſcipline of 
ſome Matter whole good- 
nefle and knowledge we 
can no Wayes doubt of ; by 
= 
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which two perfeCtions in 
him, 'we may be ſecure 
that he nether can be de- 
ceaued himſelte , nor will 
deceaue vs, Nowthedoc- 
Qrine that ſuch a Maſter 
Shall teach for ſuch an 
ende, we call faith. 

9, Inthe ninth place we 
mult determine that this 
Maſter muſt be God and 
man. For fir{t by our diſ- 
courle vpon natural! prin 
Ciples , we haue proucd, 
that to auoide milety in 
thenext life, we muſt deny 
our lenſes the content and 
ſatisfaction that they na- 
eurally deſire in corporall 
things, and that we muſt 
withdrawe our affections 
fromall materiall obiets: 
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And next we haue collec- 
red that the obie@ which 
we mult know andloue to 
behappy,dothexceedethe 
reach and view of any crea» 
ted vnderſtanding to diſ- 
cerne: Therfore we may 
ſafely conclude that this 
doctrine ought to be deli- 
uered vnto vs originally 
by God himſelfe. For after 
the firſt branch, which is 
of withdrawing our affec- 
tions ſrom ſenſible goods 3 
allthough our of natucall 
principles thac doctrine is 
to becollected, yet that is 
not a ſufficient meanes to 
ſctle mankinde in 'gene- 
rally in the beliete of it: 
For theditcourle that pro- 


C uj 


3$ 
vethit, is fuck an abſtrac- 
ted one, as very fcw arc 
capable of it , being thar it 
requireth both a mature 
age to beablc to reaſon {o 
( before which tyme many 
dye) and likewiſe ſtrong 
and vigorous powers of 
the vnderſtanding which 
welec more doe wantthen 
are indowed withall 

And, beifides, of thoſe that 
haue both yeares and ca- 
pacity to Wielde ſuch 
thoughts , there areſofew 
that are not ma manner 
forcedaway from luch in. 
teriour recollc&ions by 
their particular vacations 
and the naturall neceſſities 
they are obliged vato ; as 
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to beate it out by them- 
ſelues 1s not a ſufhcient 
meanes to ſcrue mankind 
in this calc. And tothinke 
that thoſe few who haue- 
ing great partes , may with 
much labour haue attay*- 
ned to the knowledge 
therof , should inſtruct os 
thers that are ſimpler and 
are taken vp by other im- 
ployments and courſes of 
life, were very irrationall ; 
finceno man , be he neuer 
{owiſe, is ſuch burmay be 
decciued ; and then , how 
can it be expected that an- 
other man should without 
{en{ible demonſtration be- 
lieue his fingle word in a 
matter {@ c6trary to ſenſe, 
C w [ 
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and whercin he muſt for- 
goe ſogreat contentments 
and preſent vuuiuy ? 

And for the other 
branch, which is in the 1n- 
ftruing mankinde con- 
cerning the right obiet 
that he is toknow and loue 
to be happy , that 1s allto- 
gether out of the rcache 
of ary man whatlocuer by 
himlielfe to dilcoucr 3 and 
therfore much lefle can he 
m his owne namemnſtruct 
others therin*: And if any 
man should goe about to 
doelo , and to introduce 
anew doctrine of taith not 
formerly heard of , draw- 
ing the arguments for con- 
firmation therof onely out 
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of his owns ratiocination 
and diſcourſe ; that alone , 
Were enough to conuince 
him of fallehoode ; ſince 
he should thereby vnder- 
take to know what were 
impoſſible for him of him- 
{elte to attayne to the 
knowledge of 

Therfore it isneceſlary 
that the author of the doc= 
trine we mult belzeue , the 
inſtructor of the ations 
we muſt performe 3 and 
the promiſer of the happi- 
nefle we may hopefor, be 
God himſelfe ; who onely 
knowcthof himſelfe what 
is ſaycd in marrers of theſe 
natures , and who onely is 
nether liable to, be decci- 
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ued, nor can deceiue 0- 
thers ; as being the prime 
verity it ſelfe. 

But becauſe the weake- 
neſle of 'our intelleQuall 
natureis ſuch, whiles we 
remaine here in our carth- 
ly habitations , impriſoned 
in our nouſes of clay, as we 
canno: lift vp our heauy 
and drowſhieeyes, id ſted- 
dily fixe our dimme fight 
vpon the dazeling and 1n- 
deed inuiible Deity , nor 
entertaine an immediate 
communication with him 
( likethe childre of Iſrael, 
who deſired that Moſes , 
not6od might {peakeynto 
them) it was necellary that 


God kimſzlte should del- 


cend to ſome corporall 
ſubſtance that might be 
more familiar and lefle da- 
zeling vnto vs; And none 
Was {o conuenient as hu- 
mane nature , to the end 
that he might not onely 
conuerle freely and fami- 
liarly with vs, and fo in 
a gentle and a\weete man- 
ner tcach vs what we 
Should doe; but allo preach 
vnto vs by his example, 
and himlelfe be our leader 
inthe way that he in{truc- 
ted vs to take.: The con- 
cluton then of this diſ- 
courle , 15 , that it Was nes 
cellary, Chriſt, God and 
man,should comceinto the 
worldto tcach vs whatto 
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belicue and what to doe, 
10, Thetenth conclu- 
fion shall be, that thoſe 
vnto whom Chritt did 
unmediacly preach this 
faith , and ynto whome 
he gaue commiſſion to 
preach it vnto ochers and 
ipread it through the 
world , after he aſcended 
to heauen;ought to be be- 
lieued as firmely as he 
himielfe. The reaſon of 
this aſſertion is , that their 
doctrine, though it be de - 
luered by fccondary 
mouties , yet it procee- 
deth from the ſame foun- 
caine: Which is God him» 
{elfe, thatisthe prime ye- 
rity, and cannot deceiue, 


nor be decciuved, But all 
the difficulty here in1s, to 
know who had this imme: 
diate commiſſion from 
Chriſt, and by what ſeale 
we should diſcerne it. to 
haue bin no forged one. 
The lolution of this arileth 
out of the lame argument 
which proueth that Chrilt 
himiclte was God, and 
that the dofrine he taught 
was truc and diuine; Which 
is, the miracles and wor= 
kes he did , exceeding the 
power of nature, and that 
could be efteted by none 
but by God hmilclfe: for 
he being truth it (elfe,can- 
not by any aC&tion imme + 
diatly proceeding from 


— - > = I—_—_ Poon III En —_— 


TAE Ul” and conhr - 
mea fallehoode : Inlike 
manner the Apoſtles do- 
ing ſuchadmirable workes 
and miracles 'as nether by 
naturenor by art magicke 
could be brought to pale, 
that mult neceſſarily in- 
ferreGod himſclfe coope- 
rated with them to iultifie 
what they ſayd;it is cuider 
that theu do@trine (which 
Was not their owne, but 
receaued from Chriſt ) 
mult be true and Di- 
uine, 

11. Te clcauenth conclu- 
fion 'shall be , that this 
faith thus taught by Chuiſt 
and propagated by the 
Apoſtles and necellary to 
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mankinde to belieue ( as 
well that part of it which 
Is written, as the whole 
which is not) dependerh 
intrinſccally vpon thete- 
ſtimony ofthe Catholi-ke 
Church ; whichis orday - 
ned to conſerue and delt. 
uer it from age toage. (By 
whichCatholike Church, 
I meane the congregation 
of the fairhfull that is 
{pread through - out the 
whole world) for wc haue 
proued before , that the 
way tothe true faith ought 
to be open and playneto 
all men, of all abilities, 
and inall ages, that hauea 
deſire to embrace it: and 
this cannot be but ether 
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by the immediate preach - 
ing of Chriſt ; orelle by 
the information ( ether in 
writing ,or by word of 
mouth ) of them that lear- 
ned it from him, and thar 
delwering it oucr to 0- 
thers, and{o from hand to 
hand vnull any particular 
tymc you will pitch vpon. 
But from Chrits owne 
mouth, none conld haue 
it but thole who liued in 
the age when hedid , ther- 
forethercremaineth no o- 
ther meanes to hauc it de- 
rued downe to after ;ages 
then by this deliuery ouer 
from hand to hand of the 
whole congregation of fa- 
thers or elders diſperted 
throughout 
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throughout the world , to 
the whole congregation 
of ſonnes or youngers; 
which courſe of deducin 
faith from Chriſt we c 
rradition, ſo that this con- 
cluſion proueth that che 
Church is the conſerucr 
both of the whole do« 
d&rine of faith neceſlary 
for ſaluation, and likewiſe 
of thediuine writ dictated 
by the Holy Ghoſt, and 
written by the Prophertes, 
Euangeliſts and Apoſtles, 
which we-are alſo bound 
to belieue. And the ſame 
allent that we are to giue 
tothe truth of Sctiprures 
( that is to fay , that the 
Scriptures We haue. arc 
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true Scriptures) the very 
ſame we are to give to 
other articles of faith pro- 
poſed vnto vs by the 
Church : for they alike 
depend of the ſameaurho- 
rity; which is the veracity 
of the: Church propoſing 
and delivering che vntovs 
to be belicucd. And we 
may as well doubt thac the 
Church hath corrupted 
the Scriptures, asthar She 
hathcorrupted any azticls 
of fayth. c 
12. The twelueth con- 
clufhon $shall be that into 
the Catholike Church 
noe falſe doctrine wn. any 
age can bc. adomincd. or 
Creepe m p that1s tw ſay, 
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no falſe propoſition what- 
ſoeuer can euer be recei- 
ued and imbraced by the 
Catholike Church as a 
propoſition of faith. For 
whatſoeuer the Church 
belccueth as a propoſition 
of faith ,” is vpon this 
ground, that Chriſttaught 
tas ſuch vntothe Church 
he planted himlſelfe , and 
ſoit leftit in truſts to be 
by i delivered ouerto the 
next age. And the reaſon 
why the preſent Church 
belicueth any propoſition 
to be of faith , is | ons 
the immediate preceeding 
Church,of the age before, 
deliuercd it as fuch. And 
ſo you may driueic on fr6 
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age to _ vntill you 
come to the Apoſtles and 
Chriſt, Therefore to haue 
any falſe propoſition of 
faith admitted into the 
Churchin any age , doth 
Suppoſe that all they of 
that age muſt vnanimous- 
ly conſpire to deceiue 
their children and youn- 
gers , telling them that 
they weretaught by theire 
fathers to belicue , as of 
faith , ſome propoſition 
which indeed they were 
not. Which being impoſſi- 
ble { as it will euidently 
appeare to any prudent 
perſon that $hall reaſona- 
bly ponder the matrer ) 
that lo many men ſpread 
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throughout the whole 
world, ſo different in their 
particular intereſts and . 
endes, and of ſuch various 
diſpoſitions and natures, 
Should allagreetogetherin 
the forgery of any preciſe 
lye; it is impoſſible that 
any falſe doftrine should 
creepe into the Church. 

Bur becauſe the force of 
this argument may perad- 
venture notappeare at the 
firſt ſight to your Lady- 
Sbipp , that happily hath 
not had much occafion to 
make deepe refleQion 
vpon the certainty that 
mult needs be in the aſle- 
ueration of any hiſtory of 
matter of fa& ſubie& to 
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the ſenſe, Wikch Shall be 
made by a great compa- 
ny of men Fa diſtant from 
one another, and of ſuch 
different intereſts and 
affections as they cannot 
conſpire together in the 
forgety of a falſehood; 
Bur that you may happily 
thinke , ſince any ons 
manis lyable to be decei- 
ued,or out of ſome indire&& 
end way beiuduced to de- 
ceiuc another,it is alſo pol- 
{ible that a whole multi- 
tude of men ( be it neuer 
lo great)conliſting of par- 
ticular men , mayallſode- 
celue or be decciued:I will 
therefore for a further de- 
claration of this matter, 
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propoſe for the thirteenth 
Concluſion , that fayth 
thus dcliuvered, is abſolut- 
ly more cettaine and in- 
fallible then any naturall 
ſcience whatſoeuer. And 
yet ſciences are fo cer: 
taine( I meane ſuch as de- 
pend of experience and de- 
monſtration ) as he were 
not a rationall man that 
Should refuſe his aflent 
vnto them : And conſe- 
quently he would incurre 
thelike cElure that should 
not yield cred@ce to faith, 
in this manner propoſed 
ynto him. In the proofe 
of this concluſion 1 muſt 
vic two wordes appropriz- 
ted tophulolophy ( town 
D um 
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matter and forme) which 
is contrary to my inten- 
tion at the firſt , which 
was to abſtaine from 
all rermes of arrtificiall 
learning , and make onely 
a familiar diſcourſe that 
Should require no precee- 
dent helpe of ſtudy , bur 
onely a cleere and ſtrong 
wdgement ( ſuch as yours 
is ) to weigh the ſtrengrh 
of the reaſons : Butt I am 
the leſle ſcrupulous to 
auoide theſe words, be- 
cauſe I know your La : 
vnderſtandeth what is 
meaned by them;and they 
haue often occurred in 
our diſcourſes, To come 
then to the examunation 
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of this cocluſfis, I ſay, that 
faich dependeth on theſe 
two propolitions 3 firſt, 
that Whatſoeuer :- God 
ſayth is true; Next , that 
God fayd this ( whatſo- 
cuer it be) that is deliuered 
thus by the tradition of 
the Church. For the for- 
mer of theſe aſſertions, 
there is noe doubt made 
by any fide ; ſince all a- 
gree that God being the 
prime verity , Whatſocuer 
procecdeth immediatlyfrs 
him muſt neceſſarily be 
more infallible then any 
colletions made from 
creatures ether by expe- 
rience or ratiocination of 
men. The lecond affertion 
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I shall allſo prone to be 
more infallible then any 
ſuch colletions; in this 
' manner. Among materiall 
things, that arc lubiect ro 
tyme and place, and are 
here in the ſphere of con- 
traries , and of a&tion and 
pom , although che 
awes that gouerne them 
are in the genetall certaine 
(elſeno ſcience could be 
acquired of them} yet in 
the particular they are 
ſubie& to contingency 
and dete&tion from thoſe 
lawes; which contingency 
doth proceed trom the re- 
filtence of the matter, and 
the contagion and le- 
proly (if lo I may lay) 
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that the matter infeteth 
the forme withall; which, 
wcreitnot for that, would 
allwayesconſtantly worke 
the ſame cffet tn all oca- 
ſions : and according as 
the forme hath in particu- 
lar more or leſſe predomi- 
nance ouer the matter, the 
contingency and defe&t in 
them fromthe true nature 
of that body conſidered in 
his perfeCtion,is the grea- 
ter or the lefler, Lett vs 
illaſtrate this by an exam- 
ple: According tothe or- 
dinary doctrine of Philo- 
ſophers in the Schooles, 
wecolle& by many parti- 
cular experiences, that the 
nature of fire proceedings 
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from the forme of it , isto 
alcend ; and of them we 
frame a generall dotrine 
that fire 1s the lighteſt of 
all the elements, and that 
his naturall placeis abous 
them all : yer we ſcethar 
when the forme of fire is 
introduced into groſle and 
terreſtriall matter , it is 
wreſtcd from his owne na- 
turall inclination , and 1s 
forced , in ſteed of aſcen- 
dind , thento deſcend ; as 
when wood, iron, earth- 
coale, and ſuch other ter- 
reſtriall matter is ſett on 
fire : And it is more or 
lelle violented from his na- 
rucall place , according as 
the ſybic@ it relideth in, 
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hath more or leſſe power 
ouer it, and is more orleſlſe 
materiall : for it sheweth 
more of his leuity and na- 
turall propeEſion to aſcend, 
when t ſetteth an oyly, or 
ayery {ubſtance on fireand 
breaketh vp in flames,thE 
when meetingwith a more 
mareriall idterreſtriallſub- 
ſtance, as wood, it rurneth 
it intoacoale, Now to ap- 
ply this to our purpoſe, I 
{ay,that of all formes what- 
{ocuer that are ioyned to 
matter , the nobleſt and 
moſt eleuated aboue the 
foeculency of matter , is 
the ſoule of man-: for it is 
not onely the forme of the 
nobleſt materiall creature 
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that is; but beſides that , it 
is ſo full of efficacy as it 
euen ouerfloweth the ca- 

acity of matter, whichnot 

cing able toimbibe (as I 
may fay)andtakeit vp all; 
it hath a particular ſub1- 
ſence beloging toir ſelfe; 
from whencePhuloſophers 
proue the immortality of 
it. Therefore we may {a- 
fely conclude that man- 
kinde,intheoriginallappe- - 
tencesand naturall defires 
of his {oulc,is lefle ſubiect 
to contingency , and mote 
ſecure from hauing his na- 
ture corrupted and peruer- 
ted from his due courſe, 
then any other materiall 
creature Whatfoener is in 
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rhe performance of thoſe 
actions that procced from 
the atiuity of his forme; 
and ſo conſequently,being 
confidered: mn generall , 
proccedeth moſt certainly 
and infaiuÞ'y to the pur- 
fuance thereof ; and it is 
impofliblc it Should fall of 
from its ownenature, and, 
ſuffer that tobc ain 

Shed in ut ; alchough in 

fome- paruculars , by the 

immerſion in matter and 
the terrene habitation it 
dwelleth in , ſome foule 
may be _drawne or rather 
wreſted to a contrary byas 
vrgothat which originally 
nature implanced 1n. 1t. 
N awtheprimary originall 
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- wy Ps 2 og of mans 
foule, isthe lone of truth; 
which it vehemently deſt- 
- reth, and is allwayes vn- 
quiet id ard@tinthe (earch 
of it vpon What occaſion 
locuer , andisneuer appea- 
ſed andat eaſe, vnrill she 
hauc found it out ; which 
Shenoe ſooner hath done , 
bur the violence she was 
in is calmed; sheis conten- 
ted ; and $he ſetleth her 
ſelfe to repoſe , as hauing 
arrived to her center and 
naturall place of reſt ; ' 
wherein $she continueth 
enioying the purchaſe 
She hath made, vntill ſome 
new occaſion of diſquiſi- 
fon (tir her vp againes in 
which 
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which he vſeth the ſame 
induſtry and eagernes as 
before. Andthus we plai- 
nely ſee that the acquiſt- © 
tion of truth is that which 
the ſoule in euery ation 
naturally aymeth art, as fire 
dothto aſcend ; and dete- 
ſeth falſehood , as flames 
ſuffer violenceto bereuer- 
berateddownewards.rther- 
fore , allchough any par- 
ticular man may haue his 
ſenſes or fantaſie ſo depra- 
ued as to take imperfect 
and maymed impreſſions 
of outward obiects; or the 
powers of his vnderſtand- 
ing ſo weake as to make 
prepoſterous and diſor- 
derly collections out of 
E 


66 
them; or his iudgement ſo 
miſguided by preoccupa- 
tion of any afte&is or par- 


"ticularend , as he may in 


himſelfe bedeceiued, and 
feede his ſoule with falſe- 
hood in ſteede of truth; or 
elſe, that ſiniſter reſpects 
and intereſts,or fordide ap- 
prehenſfions of commodi- 
ty to himſelfe , meeting 
with 4 foule ſo diſpoſed 
and wrought vpon by the 
ſenſuall patſions tyzanni- 
ſing ouer it,asto cauſe him 
to {wallow thoſe bayrtes, 
may make him employ 
the faculties of his vnder- 
ſtanding and the powers 
of his ſoule, contrary vnto 
their naturall incluuation, 


67 
to the maintayning of a 
lye , and induſtriously 
to deceiue others : yet it 
is impoſſible that all 
mankind or ſuch a mul- 
titude of men as contayne 
inthem all the variety of 
difpolliens and affections 
incident to the nature of 
man, andthatarediſperſed 
throughout the world, ſo 
asthey can haue noe com - 
muniontogether whereby 
they mightinfe&t one ano- 
ther, nor can haue ſiniſter 
endscomon aliketo them 
all, whichshould inuitech© 
to conſpire together to 
forge a Elſchood:ir is im- 
poſſible (I fay) that ſuch 
a campany of men should 
E ij 
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ſo degenerate from their 
ownenature ( which is to 
| Jonetruth) as they should 
of themſelues inuenta lye 
( andthat in ſo. important 
a matter as faith is) and 
concurre to deceiue the 
world of men that sfiould 
comeafrer them in things 
of ſuch nature, astheir de- 
ceipt muſt of neceſſity 
damne for all eternity both 
themſclues and all them 
that $hall cececiue that lye 
from them , and take it 
upon their credit : without 
which vnanimous conſpi- 
' racy of one whole age of 
men throughout all the 
world, we proued in our 


talt concluſion that no 
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falſe propoſition ceuld be 
admitted into the Church 
asSan article of faith. In a 
word , this generall defec- * 
tion of all makinde from 
truth, is more impoſſible 
then that all one entire ele- 
ment or any 20m. erm 
nature should abſolutely 
perish or loole its originall 
proprietie; as for all the 
fire inthe world to be cor- 
rupted and forlake his 
heate and leuity , and fo 
conſequently to haue noe 
more fre in nature : all 
which followeth of whar is 
fayd aboue. And thus I 
conceiue I have made 

ood the aſlertion that 
x begotten all this dil- 

E ij 
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courſe ypon the thirte@h 
head; whichis that faith 
conlerued in the Catho- 
like Church, and deliue- 
red by perpctuall ſucceſſis 
and generall tradition , 1s 
more certaine and more 
infalliblethen any naturall 
ſcience whatſoeuer : for 
natarall ſciences being 
grounded ypon the inde- 
tccibilicy okhe natures of 
thoſe things from whence 
thole ſciences are collec- 
ted; and faith depending 
vponthe indefeQbility of 
humane nature, which is 
infinitly more noble then 
they , aud whoſe forine is 
eleuated beyond the reach 
of maiter ( whereas theus 
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iscomprehended and shutr 
vp within the wombe of 
matter and which is in- 
deed the endand period " &: 
all their natures, and of all 
the whole materiallworld) 
It followeth of conle- 
quece that faith muſt be 
lefle ſubie@ ro contingen- 
cy ,and leſle lyable to er- 
ror then naturall ſciences 
are. And they being in 
vniuerſall infallible and 
certaine; faith muſt like- 
wiſe be ſo too; and moreif 
more may be. 

But this isnot enough, 
our diſquifition muſt not 
reſt heere : We muſt not 
content ourſelues in this 
divineaffaire and ſfupema- 
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turall doctrine with a cer- 
titude depending onely 
vponnaturall cauſes. The 
wiſedome of God propor- 
tioneth our congruent 
meanes to bring on cuery 
thing to their proper end; 
and according to the no- 
bility of theeffe that he 
will haue produced, he or- 
daineth equiualent noble 
cauſes. Therefore , mans 
obtaining beatirude being 
the higheſt end that any 
creature can arriuwe ynto , 
and alltogether ſupernatu- 
rall; ir requireth fuperna- 
cucall cauſes to bring vsto 
that end, anda {uperratu- 
call infallibility to ſecure 
vslathatioumey.We mult 


not onely haue a ſuperna- 
turall way to trauell in 
(which is faith) bur allſo 
a ſupernaturall aſlurance 
of the rightway , vnto the 
diſcouery of which , all 
that we haue allready 
fayd, doth neceſlarily c6- 
duce; for Gods prouidence 
that diſpoſeth all things 
ſweetly,will notinany ge- 
nerall affaircintroduce into 
the materiall world any 
ſupernaturall effec , vnrill 
the naturall cauſes be firft 
diſpoled fictingly to coo- 
perate on their partes ; and 
then he neuer faileth of 
his. As for example,when 
anaturall creatureis to be 
produced into beeing, the 
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father and mother muſt 
both concurre in contri- 
buting all that is in their 
power to the generation 
of a child ; and yet we are 
ſure the ſoule to be pro- 
duced hath nodependice 
of them ; yet notwith- 
ſtanding , without their 
precedentaction no newe 
ſoule would be: But when 
the matter is fittingly diſ- 
a inthemotherswobe, 

e neuer miſleth creating 
of a ſoule in that body; 
Which isasnoble an effect, 
andas much requiring the 
omnipotency of God , as 
the creating of nothinge 
all the materiall world;and 
yetwe may fay that the 
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matter, When it is arriued 


toits laſt diſpoſition for 
the reception of ſuch a 
forme , may in a manner 
clayme that miraculous 
action —_— of his 
omnipotency ; fince- for 
mankinde he created the 
reſt of the materiall world, 
and therefore there ought 
to beas certaineand necel- 
ſary cauſes for the pro- 
duction of man, as there 
are for the produQion of 
other materiall things, 
which we ſee doe fel- 
dome m'{leinany whe the 
matteris fitly diſpoſed for 
the reception of their ſeue- 
rall formes. And ſo inlike 
manner We may ratignally 
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conclude , that in this 
highand ſupernaturall bu- 
{yneſle of delivering ouer 
"oo hand to, hand aſuper- 
naturall dodrine to bring 
mankinde tothe end it was 
created for , he will firſt 
haue all the naturall cauſes 
fictingly diſpoled for the 
ſecure and infallible per- 
formice ol tharworke:and 
then,that he will adde and 
infuſe into them ſome ſu- 
pernaturall guift whereby 
to giue them yet further 
a ſupernaturall aſſurance 
and infallibility ; which 
chey may withan humble 
confidence in his vnlimi- 
ted goodefle , expet and 
claime at his diuine hand , 
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when they are reduced to 
that ſtateas is conuenient 
for the reception of ſuck 
a ſupernatucall guifr. 

14. Our fourteenth con- 
cluſion therefore $hall be 
that God hath giuen to his 
Church thus compoſed, 
the holy Ghoſt, to confr- 
meit inthetrue faith, and 
topreſeruc ic from error, 
and to [lluminate the vn- 
derſtanding of it un right 
diſcerning thetrue lenſe of 
thoſe Miſteryes of faith 
that are committed to the 
cuſtody of it, and to worke 
ſupernaturall effefts of de- 
uotion and fag{titie in that 
Church. And this I proue 
thas, Conſidering that the 
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dodrine of Chriſt is prac- 
ticall and aymeth at the 
working ofaneffe&t,which 
is the reduction of man- 
kinde to beatitude : and 
that mankinde compre- 
hendeth not onely thoſe 
that lined inthat age,when 
he preached , but alſo all 
othersthat euer were fince, 
orshall be cill the end of 
the world: It is apparent 
that to accomplich that 
end,it was neceſlary Chriſt 
Should ſo effeQually im- 

rint' his doftrine in their 

earts whom he deliuered 
itvnto, as it might vpon 
all occaſions and at all ty - 
mes, infallibly expreſle ir 
ſelfe in ation , and in the 
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deliuery of it ouer from 
hand to hand , should in 
vertue and ſtrength of the 
| firſt operation , produce 
| enerafcerlikeeffects in all 
; others. Now to haue this 
compleately performed, it 
was to be done both by ex- 
teriour and by interiour 
meanes ; propottionable 
tothe ſenſes without , and 
to the ſoule within. The 
outward meanes Were the 
miracles that be wrought, 
of which himſclfe ſayeth, 
if I had not wrought thoſe 
Workesthat noman elſe ener 
did , they were net gwalty of 
ſonne, but now , they bane no 
excuſe: (orto this purpoſe) 
and he prongilled the Apo- 
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ſtles they should doe grea- 
ter then thoſe. And that 
miraclesare the proper in- 
ſtraments to plant a new 
do&trine and faith withall, 
the Apoſtle witneſleth 
When he fayerh that mira- 
cles are - wrought for the 
vnfathfull not for the 
faithfull , and God him- 
ſelfe told Moſes that he 
would oncedoe {omepro- 
digy in his fauour that the 

plemight for euer after 
[2 what he fayd to 
them. But it is maniteſt by 
the fall of the Apoſtles 
themſelucs, that anely this 
exteriour meanes of mira- 
cles is not ſuſhcient to 
engrafteſupernaturall faith 
deepe 
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deepe enough in miens 
hearts, whenasthey vpon 
Chrifts Paſſion,not onely 
for feare,through humane 
frailcy , denyed their ma- 
ſer, but had enen the very 
conceit and beliefe of his 
doctrine exiled out of their 
hearts and vnderſtanding , 
notwithſtanding all the 
miracles they ſeene 
him worke in allmoſt 4. 
yeares tyme they conti - 
nually coucrled with him: 
Which appeareth plainely 
by the diſcourſe of thedi- 
ſciples going co Emaus, 
whenthey layed we hoped, 
&c. And expreſſed their 
ſadneſle for the contrary 
luccelle to their expecta- 
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tion; and by ſaint Thomas 
his ſaying that he would 
not belieue his reſurre&tis 
vnleſle he ſaw bim and 
pnt his fingers into his 
woundes &c. And bythe 
reſt of the Apoſtles that 
were {o long before they 
would belicuehisreſurrec- 
tion, as hauing giuen ouer 
the thought of his diuini- 
ty, and after hizdcath con- 
ſidered him but as a pure 
manhlike other mT. Ther- 
fore it was neceſlary that 
ſome inward [tght should 
be giuen them, 1o cleare, 
and loltrog, and ſopower- 
full , as the ſenſes should 
not be able to preuaile a» 


paint it, but that it should 
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onetflowingly poſleſſegad 
fill all theic vnderſtand- 
ings and their {oules, and | 
make them breake out in 
extcriour actions correl - 
pondent to the ſpirit thac 
ſteered them within. And 
the reaſon 15 cuident : for 
whiles on the ono fide the 
ſenlcs diſcerne, apparant - 
ly , miracles w:ought un 
confirmation of .a doc- 
trinezand onthe other ſide, 
the ſame fenſes dog, ftifly 
contradict the very polſi- 
bility of the doctrine 
which thoſe miracles te- 
ſtifye ; the ſoule within, 
hauingnoaſliitice beyond 
the naturall powers 'she 
hath bclonging originally 
F iy 
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vnto her,is in great debate 
and anxiety which way to 
give herallent;and though 
reaſon doe-preuaileto giue 
itto the party of the pre- 
ſent miracles, yet itis with 

reat timidity . Bur if it 
hs en that the courſe of 
thoſemiracles be ſtopped; 
the a ſecming 
impoſlibilies of the propo- 
ſed faich remayning al- 
wayes alikeliuely in their 
apprehenſion , andthe mi« 
racles wronght to con- 
firms it reſiding bur inthe 
memory,and the repreſen- 
tatios of them wearing out 
dayly more and more, and 
the preſent ſenſes and fan- 
raly growing proportiona- 
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bly Ronger and ſtronger, 
and withall obieQting 
continually new doubts _ 
about the reality of thoſe 
miracles, it cannot be ex- 
peed otherwiſe but that 
the allent of the ſoule 
Should range it ſelfe on the 
{ide of the impoſlibiltyes 
—_— to the prelent 
enſes, and renounce the 
dodrine formerly confir- 
med by miracles, vnleſle 
ſome inward and ſuperna- 
rurall light be giuen her to 
diſperſe all the miſtes that 
the ſenſes rayle againſt the 
truth of thedoQtrine.N ow 
the infuſion of this light 
and feruour , we call the 
giuing of the holy Ghoſt, 
F ii 
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which Chriſt himſclfe 
foreknowing how neceſ- 
fary it was,promiſed them, 
aſſuring the that he would 
procure his father to ſend 
them the Holy Ghoſt, 
the ſpirit of truth , that 
Should for ener remaine 
among them , and within 
them , and ſuggeſt vnto 
their memory and inſtruct 
them in the right vnder- 
Riding of the faith he had 
preached vntothem. And 
this was propheſied long 
before, of theſtate of the 
law of grace by Hieremy , 
whoſe authority $. Paule 
bringeth to prouethat the 
law of the Goſpell was to 
be written by the holy 
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Ghoſt in mens hearts and 
in their mindes , and ac- 
cordingly , he calleth 
the faithfull of the Co- 
rynthians, the faith of Chriff 
not written with inke ,but 
with the ſpirit of God; nor 
granen in ſtony tables,but mn 
the flechyones of therrhearts. 
And in performance of 
this propheſy and of 
Chriſts promiſe , the hy- 
ſorierelleth vs that on the 
tenth day after the aſcen- 
fion of Chriſt , when all 
his diſciples ( who were 
then all his Church , and 
wereto preach anddehuer 
it to all the world ) were 
aflembled together , the 
holy Ghoſt was ginenth&; 
F ui 
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and that, in ſofull 3 mea- 
ſure , as they not onely 
were confirmed (o perfect- 
ly in their faith as { yam ne- 
uer after admitted the leaſt 
vacillation therein , but 
they immediatly , caſting 
away all otherdeſiresand 
thoughts, were inflamed 
with admirable loue of 
God , and broke out into 
his prayles, and into ave- 
hement ardor of teaching 
and converting others;and 
When , by reaſon of that 
zeale of theirs, any thing 
happened to them contra- 
ry toflesh and blood , and 
humane nature(as perlecu- 
elons, ignominies , COrpo- 
rall punishm&ts, and euen 
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death it ſelfe ) they not 
onely not shunned it , as 
before , but greedily rann 
to meete and embrace it , 
and ioyed, and gloryed in 
it: all which were effects 
ofthe holy Ghoſt reſiding 
inthem , and filling their 
myndes, and gouuerning 
their ſoules. Where vpps, 
by the Way we may note, 
that in what Church ſo- 
cuer We find not 2 ſtate of 
life for ſandtitic and neere 
ynion with God , and con- 
temptof wordly and tran- 
fitory things, rayſed aboue 
the pitch of nature and 
morality , we may con- 
clude the holy Ghoſtinha- 
buceth notthere: for cuery 
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agent produceth effects 
proportionableto the dig- 
nity of it , and the excel- 
| lency of any cauſe, shineth 
eminently in the noble- 
nefle of urs effets. Now 
that this guift of the holy 
Ghoſt is to remaine with 
the Church as long asthe 
Church remaineth , to1l- 
luminateit with the ſpirit 
of trath, and to giue it a 
ſupernaturall and diuine 
vnttion, will appeare ma- 
nifeſtly ypon conttderatis 
of the cauſe why the holy 
Ghoſt was to be giuen ar 
the ficſt , which cemaineth 
alwayesthe ſame,and ther- 
fore the ſame effe&t muſt 
alwayes follow : and ac- 
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cordingly,Chriſt promiſed 
his Church vp6 his afted- 
ing into heauen, that he 
would alwayes ramaine 
with them vntill the end 
ofthe world,towitt,by this 
holy ſpirit; for he wasthen 
atthe point of withdraw- 
ing his corporall preſence 
from them, 

15. Our next conclufion 
Shall be that this Church 
or congregation of men 
{pread ouer the world,co- 
Cening and delivering the 
faith of Chriſt from hand 
to hand, is euen in its owne 
nature perpetuall intyme, 
and cannot faile as lony as 
mankinde remayneth mn 


EO Os re 1 ——_ = - 
—_  I_—_ <a 


92 
the World. This needeth 
noe fucther proofe then 
that which we haue alrea- 
dy made; whichis derined 
from the neceſlity of fu- 
pernaturall faith to bring 
mankindetothe end it was 
created for , andthat there 
is nomeanes todeliuer this 
faith to mankinde in the 
ages after Chriſt, but by 
the traditis of theChurch; 
and therefore as long as 
mankinde laſtetk , this 
meanes mult be cotinued. 
Yet inthis way of reaſo- 
ning that I vie, we are to 
examine our concluſions 
as well by the genuine 
and orderly cauſes that be+ 
get them , and by their 
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owne particular principles, 
asto aflent vnto them for 
thenecellity that we ſee in 
them in regarde of the end 
that they are referred 
vnto: And when we hauc 
retriued thoſe, and euident- 
ly diſcerned thewe force , 
it giveth anadmirable con- 
tent and farisfattion tothe 
vnaerſtanding. Thus then: 
as Philoſophers conclude 
that it is impoſlible any 
Whole ſpecies or kinde of 
beaſtes Should cuer be vr- 
terly exterminated and 
deſtroyed , that is diffuled 
vp and downe ouer the 
whole face of the carth, 
becauſe the amplitude of 
the vniuerſc is greater then 
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the yariety of cauſescan be 
from which tuch a gene- 
rall and entire corruption 
mult procced:Inlike man- 
ner we may confidently 
conclude,thatit is impoſ- 
ſible any depraued affec- 
tions should ſo vniuerſally 
preuaile, and ſo abſolutly 
raigne in mens mindes 
throughout the whole 
world, as would be requi- 
fate to extirpate and roote 
out a doctrine vniucrſally 
ſpread ouer it all, that was 
atthe firſt taught and con- 
firmed with tuch ſcales of 
truth as the miracles thar 
Chriſt and the Apoſtles 
wrought, that in it (elfe is 
lopureand agreableto the 


ſecdes that euery man fin- 
deth ſowed, euen by na- 
ture , in his owne fſoule; 
that worketh ſuch admi- 
rable effects as the refor- 
mation of manners in 
mikwmd;that withdraweth 
mens affetions from hu» 
maneand wordly content- 
ments, and carryeththem 
with a ſweetewviolence to 
intellec&uall obiects,and to 
hopes of immortality and 
happinelſein another life; 
that preſcriberh lawes for 
happy lung, cuen in this 
world ,toall men of what 
condition {oeuer , ether 
publike or private , as 
working a moderation 
in mens affeRions to the 
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commodities and ponds of 
this life , which elſe in na- 
ture is apt to blinde mens 
mindes, and isthe cauſe of 
all michiefes and cuills; 
and laſtly, that is deliuered 
ouer from hand to hand, 
from worlds of fathers to 
worlds of ſonnes , with 
ſuch care and exactnelle 
as greater cinot be imagi- 
ned, andas is requiſite to 
the importance of that af- 
faire ; which is infinitly 
beyond all others , as on 
Which the faluation and 
damnation of mankinde 
Wholy dependeth. Now, 
vnto thele rationall con- 
ſiderations let vs adde the 
promiſe which Chriſt 
made 
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made to his Church , that 
the gates of hell should nor 
preuaile againſt it ; and [ 
thinkewehaue ſufficient- 
ly maintained that the 
Churchof Chnſt in which 
thetrue dodtrine of Chriſt 

is conſerued , can neuer 
faile, but muſt infallibly 

continue yntill the worlds 

end. Thus hauing proued, 

that a ummm 2 — doc- 

trine is neceſlary to bring 
mankind to beatitude;thar 
Chriſt taught this doc- 
trine ; that from him the 
Churh receaued ir , and 
isthe ſacrary in which it is 
coſerued;that this Church 
cannot erreinthe tradition 
of this dorine , that be= 
G 
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fidesthe infallibility of it, 
this Church is perpertuall. 
It cemaineth now that we 
cloſe vp this diſcourle by 
applying all theſe premul- 
ſes vnto the queſtion in 
hand; which is , where we 
Shall fGind out this infallible 
Church, that by iu we may 
gaine the knowledge of 
the true faith of Chri 
whereby -we are to be 1a- 
ned. 

16. For this end our 
ſixteenth and laſt con- 
cluſion shall be , that the 
congregation of men {pred 
ouer the world , ioyning 
wm communion With the 
Church of Rome, 'is the 
true Cathohke Church 
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in Which is conſerued and 
taught thetrue ſauing faith 
offChciſt, 

The truth of this con- 
cluſion will without bring- 
Ing any new pry ap- 
peare euidetly by reflet- 
ing ypon What we haue 
fayed , and onely examin- 
ing Whether the Romane 
Church be ſuch a one as 
we haue determined the 
true Church of Chriſtmulſt 
be ; or whether the notes 
which me may inferre ou. 
of our diſcourſe to belong 
inſeparably to the true 
Church, may not rather 
with more reaſon be ac*+ 
knowledgedof lome other 
then of that in comunon 
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with the ſee of Rome? 
this point after theſe 
groundes layed, requireth 
novery ſubtill difquiſition, 
but is diſcernable euen by 
the weakeſt fights : and 
thereforc this way of argu- 
ing appeareth to me moſt 
fatistaftory and content- 
full , when taking the 
whole body of the que- 
ſtion into ſuruey 3 and be- 
ginning with the firſt and 
remotelt conſiderations of 
it , we driue the difheulrties 
ſtill before vs; and purſu- 
ing of them orderly , at 
every ſteppe we eltablish 
a ſolide principle , and fo 
become —_ of thetruth 
and certainty of all we 


71 
leaue behind vs ; which 
courſe , although it may at 
the firſt ſight appeareto be 
a great Way about , ind 
looking but ſuperficially 
vpon the matter We may 
ſeemeto meete with difh- 
culties which cocerne not 
our queſtion; yet inthe ef- 
fet we shalil perceiue it is 
the moſt ſummary me- 
thod of handling any con- 
trouerſie ; and the onely 
meanes to be ſecured of 
the truth of what we con- 
cludezand that will recom- 
penſe the precedent dith- 
culties by making the 
concluſion ( which 1s the 
knotte of the affayre } 
plaine, caſy , and open. I 
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fay then firſt that = of 
dodrinein matters of faith 
is inſeparable from the 
R@mane Church, and can 
neuer be found in any 
other : it onely , having a 
preciſe id determinaterule 
of faith. For it hath belie - 
ned 1n cuery age , allthat 
hath bin plainely id poſiti- 
uelytaughtyntoitbytheite 
fathers as the dodtrine of 
faith deriued from Chriſt; 
and admitteth noe other 
aiticle whatſoever as an 
article of faith. Wheteas 
onthe other fide, all other 
Chriſtian Churchesam6g 
vs that pretend reforma- 
tion, haucing no ccrtaine 
and common rule of faith, 
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b ut euery particular man 
goucrning himlſclfe in this 
matter by the collections 
of hisowne braine, and by 
his owne priuate vnder- 
itanding and interpreta- 
tion of Scripture ( which 
onely he acknowledgeth 
as the entire rule of taith) 
ir muſt conſequently fol- 
low, that according tothe 
variety of their tempers 
and iudgemets, there mult 
be a vaniety and difference 
of their opinions and be- 
liefes; which difference of 
temper happening forthe 
molt part berweene euery 
rwo men that are, it like- 
wiſe followeth ſcarſe any 
ewo $hould in all particu- 
G ul 
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lars of their opinions agree 
together, And according- 
Iy we ſee by experience, 
that ſcarce any two au. 
thors, out of the Romane 
Church, that haue written 
of matters of faith haue a- 
greed in their tenets , but 
rather haue diſſented in 
fundamentall doctrine,and 
haue inueighed againſtone 
another in their writings 
with great vehemence and 
bitternefle. Whereas on 
the other l1de,the Doors 
ofthe Romans Church 
inall tymcs, ur all places, 
and of all tempers haue 
agreed vnanimously in all 
mattersof faith ; although 
in themeanetyme,(cuerall 


7 

of them haue, in divers 
other points great de- 
bares againſt one ano- 
ther , and purſue them 
with much s$harpneſle : 
which ſtrongly confirmeth 
the ground vpon which 
we framethis obſeruation. 

But toinſiſta lutle fur- 
theryponthismaterialland 
important conſideration ; 
it 15 euident that the pro- 
cceding of the reformers 
openeth the gatetdall diſ- 
ſention , {chiſme, irreue- 
rence,pride of vnderſtand- 
ng herelie, andruine of 
Chriſtianreligion : for to 
iuſtify the new births of 
their rebellions braines, 
the fult ſtroke ofthei pen 
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muſt be to lay a taint of 
Ignorance and error vpon 
the whole current of An- 
cient fathers and Doctours 
of the Church, and gene- 
rall Councells, and to blaſt 
their aucrhoricy which is ſo 
precifely contrary to their 
doGrine;whole names and 
recordes ought to be fa- 
cred with aodlecity Which 
when they haue done ; to 
ſettlea coltantand like be- 
liefe in all men, they giue 
noe generall and certayne 
rule; but leauing cuery 
man to the Dictamens of 
his owne priuate iudge- 
ment, according tothe te- 
uerall rempers and cur- 
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before ) that ſway euery 
ſingle man in particular, 
there muſt reſult ( which 
we ſee by experience) as 
great a variety of opinions 
as thoſe are different. And 
laſtly ſince they quarell at 
Catholickes beliefe in 
choſe points Where they 
differ he them , becauſe 
they captiuatethar vnder- 
Randings with reuerence 
co What the Church pro- 
polerhand teacherh , and 
thereby admitt into their 
beliefe articles which may 
ſceme ablurd ro common 
ſenſe ; they may as well 
with preluraptuous hands, 
gralpe at and ſecke to 
pluckevp , thevery fwr- 
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dations of Chriſtian reli- 
gion; as namely the doc- 
trine of the Trinity, and 
of the incarnatis of Chriſt, 
and of the refurreftion and 
ſtare of life of the future 
world : ſince there are 
greater ſeeming contradic- 
ions in them (eſpecially in 
the twofirſt) thenin thoſe 
miſteryes the reformers 
cauill at, 

In thenext place we may 
conſider that as infallibili- 
ty is pretended by the Ro- 
mane Church alone,ſo iris 
gm entayled ypon 
it: for we haue proued that 
no meanes or circumſtice, 
ether morall , naturall os 
lupernaturall , is wanting 
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in it to begetr infallibility 
in matters of faith, Wher- 
as on the other ſide, from 
the reformers owne polti- 
tion We inferre by conle- 
quence that their dodtrine 
cannot be hoped ( euen by 

the(elues ) to be infallible; 

and therefore they that 
Shall ſubmiit their. vnder- 
ſtanding to their condu@, 
though they belicue with- 
out controuerly all they 
{ay, muſt needes ( euen by 
reaſon of what is taught 
them ) floate allwayes in a 
greatedeale of incertitude 
and anxious apprehenſion 
and feare of error. For 
they looking vpon the 
Church , but with pure 


$9 
humane conſiderations as 
an ordinary company of 


men, will haueit lyable to ay 


miſtaking according to 
the naturall imbecilluy of 
mens wits and ynderſtand- 
ings, and of humane paſ- 
ſions, and negligence and 
other ſuch dofets and 
weakeneſles which cuery 
man is by nature ſubiet 
vnto : Againſt which they 
producenoantidoteto pre- 
{erue and ſecure theſelues 
fromthcinfeais and taint 
they lay vponthe Church. 
For, if they will haue the 
conferences of ſeuerall paſ- 
ſages of Scripture to be 
that which muſt gue light 
an the feuerall cotrouerted 
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obſcurities ; what eminen- 
cy bane theſe few latere- 
formers shewne , ether in 
knowledgeof tongues,in- 
fight into antiquity , pro- 
foundneſle in ſcieces, and 

cfeQion and fanRity of 
lite which hathnot shined 
admirably more ({ not to 
taxe them here of the con- 
trary) in multitudes of the 
aduerſe party > And none 
will deny but theſe arethe 
likelyeſt meanesto gaine a 
right intelligence of the 
true and deepe fanſe of 
Scriptures, And beſides, 
we may obſerus that the 
reaſon why they deny the 
ſcuccall articles when 
they differ from the Ca- 
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tholicke Church, is be- 
cauſe it teacheth a doc- 
trine Which is repugnant * 
to ſenſe and of hard dige- 
ſtion to Philoſophy ; both 
which are vncompetent 
iudges of diuine and ſuper - 
naturall truths : And who- 
ſocuer ſeereth by their 
compaſle, cannot hope for 
infalliblity ina matter that 
tranſcendeth theirreach. 
Thirdly we may conſt- 
der that the yniuerſality of 
the Church in regarde of | 
place ( which is neceſlary 
to the end th:t all man- 
kinde may haue iirfhcienc 
meanes to gaine know- 
ledge of thetrue faith) can 
be attributed to none but 


ro 
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to the Romane Caths- 
licke Church;which one- 
ly 1s diffuſed throughout 
the whole world; whereas 
all others are circled in 
with narrowlimits of parti- 
cular prouinces; And cuen 
within chem , the profeſ- 
fors ſcarce agree among 
themſcluesin any poynt of 
doctrine but in oppoling 
the Romane Church. 
And yet further; beſides 
this want of vniuerſality 
in regarde of place ; the 
Religiontaught by the ce - 
formers, hath yeta greater 
reſtciftion then thar : for 
euenin its owWne nature, it 
1s not for all forts of per- 
ſons and for all capaciics: 


$4 
whereas the true ſaucing 
faichto bring men to bea- 
ticude ought ro beobuious 
toall mankinde, and open 
as well to the ſimple asto 
the learned, For fincethey 
lay the Scriptures as the 
firſt and higheſt principle, 
from whence they deduce 
all that ought to be belic- 
ued ; And that in all artes 
and ſciences the prunary 
and fundamentall princt- 
ples thereof ought to be 
throughly knowne bythe 
that aſpire to the perte& 
knowlcdge of thole (cien- 
ces; it followeth that one 
mult have an exatt know- 
ledge of the learned tong- 
ues to examine punttyally 
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the true ſenſe of theScrip- 
tures; and that onemuſt 
perfely verſed in logicke 
to beableto reaſon ſolidly, 
and to deduce true conſe- 
quEcesfrom certaine prin- 
Ciples ( for want of which, 
we find by experiencethat 
great- contronerſies ariſe 
daylyamong the learned(t 
men; which would not be, 
if the force of conſequen- 
ces Were of their ownena- 
turecaſily diſcernable)and 
one muſt be throughtily 
Skilled innatucall philoſo- 
phy and Metaphylickes, 
iince vnto appearing con- 


traditions in ſubiets of 


t {ſciences , they re- 
duce moſt of their argu- 
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ments againſt the ſuperna- 
turall truths that Catho- 
lickes belicuc. And laſtly 
one muſt beindowed with 
anexcellent iudgemet and 
ſtrong naturall witt, to be 
able to wield and make 
goodvſe of theſe weapons; 
without which they would 
butaduicehim thefaſter to 
rutneand pernicious error. 
With which excellencyes, 
how few arc there in the 
world fairely adorned? 

Fourthly , it is ewident 
that the Romane Carho- 
licke Church onely hath 
had a conſtant and vain- 
terrupted fſucceſſian- of 

Paſtors and Doctors , 
and tradition of doQuine 

tromagetoage; which we 
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haue eſtablishedasthe one- 
ly meanes toderiue downe 
the true faich from Chriſt, 
Whereas it is apparant all 
othcrs haue had late be- 
ginnings from vnworthy 
cauſes: And yet,cuenin this 
little while , haue not bene 
able to maintaine themſel- 
ues for one age through- 
out( or {carce a any con- 
ſiderable part of an age} 
in one tenor of doctrine, 
or forme of Eccleſtaſticall 
gouerment. Laſtly we may 
conſider how the effect of 
the holy Ghoſt his inha- 
biting in the Church , in 
regard of manners, mak- 
ing the hearts of men his 
lung temples , Shineth 
H ij 
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eminently in the Catho+- 
like Church, and is not fo 
. much as to be ſuſpetted in 
any other whatſoecuer. For 
where this holy fpiric 
raigneth , it giueth a bur- 
ning loue of God ( as we 
haue touched before ) and 
a vehement deſire of ap- 
proaching vnto him as 
neere as may be : Now, 
the ſoule of man, moueth 
towards God not by cor- 
poreall ſteppes and pro- 
greſſions, but by intellec - 
tuall actions; the higheſt of 
which, arcmentall prayer 
and contEplationzin which 
EXCrcices,aman $hall ad- 
uance the more, by how 
much he is the more le- 
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queſtred from the thought 
and care of any wordly af- 
fayres, and hath his paſ- 
ſions quieted within him, 
andis abſtracted from c5o- 
munication with materiall 
obies, and is vntied from 
humaneintereſts, and (ac- 
cording to the coundailes 
of Chriſt in the Golpell ) 
hath caſt off all ſollicitude 
of the future,and remitteth 
himſelfe wholy tothe pro- 
uidence of God, liuing in 
the world as though he 
were not in it, wholly in- 
tent to contEplation when 
the inferiour part of Cha- 
rity calleth him not downe 
tocomply withthe neceſ(- 
ſity of bis Neighbours, 
a 7 


09 
This forme of life we ſee 
continually practiſed in 
the Catholicke Church 
by multicudes of perſons 
of both ſexes,thar | 
extreme deſire of appro- 
aching asneere vnto God 
asthis life will pexmitt,doe 
banish themſelues from all 
theyrfrends , Kindred, and 
what els in the world was 
naturally dearcſt vntothe; 
and citber retire into ex- 
treme ſolitudes, or shutr 
themſclues vp for cuer 
within the narrow limits 
of a ſtraight Monaſtcry 
and little cell ; where hau- 
ing renounced all the inte- 
rett and propuiety in the 
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goods of this world, and 
viingnomore of themthen 
is necellary for the poore 
ſuſtenance of theyr ex- 
hauſted bodyes ( which 
they moriity with great 
abſtinences, watchings and 
other auſteriryes,that they 
may bring them into ſub- 
ietion; and roote out, as 
much as may bee, the very 
fewell of concupiſcence 
and paſſions) and hauing 
of their owne accorde bar- 
red themſclues of all pro- 
priety of diſpoſing of the- 
{clues in any ation , and 
renounced euen the free- 
dome of their will ; and 
thus in ſomme, hawng ta- 
ken an eternall farewell of 
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all the ioyes and delights 

that this world canafford, 

andthat carnall me would 
be ſo loath to forgoe for 
any licle while; yet by che 
internall ioyes that they 
find intheir prayerand c6- 
templation ( vnto which 
all theſe ations of retren- 
chment from ſuperfluities, 
or outward ſolaces-, doe 
{erucas a ladder to aſcend 
vnto the topp of it) they 
live ſo happily , and cheer- 
fully, and with ſuch tran- 
quillity of minde, and vp6 
occaſions ſay ſo much of 
the ouerflowings of theyr 
bliſle, as it is apparant they 
intoy there the hundred- 


fold that Chriſt promiſed 
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in this life. Nor can it be 
obiected that men viſually 
betake themſelues to this 
courſe of Religious life, 
vpon being diſtempered 
by melancholy , or for the 
ill facceſle and trauerſes 
they haue had in affayres 
of the world , or out of 
{iimplicitic and weakenelle 
of ynderſtanding; fince it 
is euident that this Ange- 
licall forme of liuing hath 
eucr beene belt practiſed 
by you of the belt co - 
poſed and cheerfulleſt diſ- 
poſitions ; and by multi- 
rudes of ſuch is and hath 
bene imbraced ; and that 
in the world ouerflowed 
with all the bleſings ic 


could afford them ; and 
were of ſtrongeſt parts of 
vnderſtanding and iudge- 
ment; and were molt emi- 
nent in leaming. So that 
it is apparent they had no 
other motiue thereunto, 
but purely the loue of 
God and feruour of de- 
uotion : Which being an 
effe of the holy Gholt re» 
ſiding intheir heartes ; to 
his edienions and admu- 
rable wayes of working in 
thoſe his temples of flesh 
and blood ,theſe extraor- 
dinary effeQs areto beim- 
puted. Whereas on the 
other lidenoe ſuch exiples 
or ſurpernaturall forme of 
life, are to be mett withall 
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in any other Church what- 
ſocuer : Rather , they diſ- 
claimefrom them;and like 
men of this world (which 
is the expreſſionthatChrilt 
vieth in the Goſpell rode- 
ligne thoſe that arenot of 
hisChurch)not being able 
to diſcerne things of the 
ſpiritt , but being blinded 
with the luſter of them, 
too great for their weake 
eyes; they negleand dif- 
dayne them , and imagine 


that all Chriſtian pertec- 


" tUonconlilterth in an ordi- 


nary humane morall life : 
Which is the vttermoſt pe - 
riodethat any among them 
ſceke toattaine vnto. And 
therefore Wes mayhence 
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coclude that they haue no 
interiour worker among 
them more ſublime then 
their owne humane dil- 
courſes and iudgements 
andthat ſupernatural sic- 
rity ( an effe& of the holy 
Ghoſt} is confined only to 
the Catholicke Church. 

Beſides ; we may obſerue 
by dayly experience , how 
thoſe perſons that adit 
theEſclues roſuch an extra- 
ordinary way of life;doeab- 
ſolutly prouc etherthe beſt _ 
or theworlt of mankinde; 
the one excelling in ad- 
mirable piety, feruour of 
denotion , abſtraction and 
lanftiry of life , and ſome 
ot them ſoaring vp to a 
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pitch euen aboue nature; 
the other abounding in all 
ſorts of impiety, wicked- 
nelle and diſlolution of 
manners , till at length 
theire hearts become euen 
hardened againſt correc- 
tion and all ſenſe of (piri- 
tuall chings; whereasit or- 
dinarily happeneth that 
the moſt flagitious men a- 
mong thole who live in 
a vulgar wordly eſtate of 
life, doe vpon occaſions 
frequently receaue nnta- 
ble impreſſions from di- 
uine._ obiects to the amen- 
dement and change of 
their diflolute courſe. And 
this being a conſtant and 
certaine effet noted at all 
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tymesSand in all places, it 
mult be attributed toa co- 
ant and powerfull cauſe: 
which can be noe other 
the theneere approaching 
of thole perſons tothe ori- 
ginall fontaine of ſainCtity 
and goodneſſe ; which 
being like a conſuming 
fire , worketh vehement 
effects in them , accord- 
ing tothe diſpoſition they 
arein, andto the neerenes 
that they haue vnto that 
fire: ſo that as the ſfunne 
beames ( Which are the 
authors of life and fa:cun- 
dity to all plants and vege- 
tables ) $shinning vpon 
atree that hath taken ſo- ' 
ide rootes in the earth, 
maketh 
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it budd,flourish, and beats 
fruit,and on the other tide, 
if it bee weakely rooted, 
their heate and operation 
vpon that tree makerh it 
the ſooner to wither and 
dic: Andas the fyre ſen- 
deth an influence of heate 
into a _- of water that 
is [ymply applyed vnto it, 
bur if that potr be ſert in a 
vellellof ſnow or ice, and 
{obe held ouer the fire, it 
drnueth vntothe center the 
cold of the lnowe formers 
ly diffaſed without, and in 
a very Short {pace turnerh 
that water intoice, which 
elſemighthaueſtayedthere 
ws enough without con- 
gealing : m like manner, 
| 
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they who being rooted in 
charity , approack to that 
dinine ſunne, doe flourish 
and bring fourth excellent 
id ofttymes ſupernaturall 
fruites of deuotion , fer- 
uor ,and fanftitye 5 butt 
thole who haue depraucd 
afteftions oe inuroning 
the rootes of theyr hearts 
as that the ſoyle of charity 
cinott introduce hernou+ 
righing ſappe into them; 
and whoſe toules are com- 
palled in with the ice of 
tenſuality and carnall co- 
gitations ; if they come 
within the beames of this 
holy ſunne , or within the 
heate of this ſanCtifying 
ice, they doe but wither 
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aWay the ſooner, and their 
heartsgrow daily more and 
moretobeice, till at lZgth 
( like thatof Pharao , a- 
mid{tthe wonderous wor- 
kes ofthe lord, happy to 
others) they become mile- 
rable and tony. 

And againe we ſce that 
thoſe who having addidted 
themſclues wholy to ſuch _ 
a courſe ofSeraphycalllfe, 
and that being allwayes 
vehemently intent to the 
loue and contemplation of 
che prime verity , and that 
hauing no other obieCt for 
their ations or thoughts ; 
doe thereby ( as wee may 
reaſonably conceaue ) ap- 
proachneerult to God all- 

I ij 
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mighty and drawe imme- 
diatly from him ( who is 
the | en of light and 
truth ) ſtrongeſt emana- 
tions and cleereſt influen- 
ces to illuſtrate their vn- 
derſtanding , and enflame 
theiraffettions : thoſe per- 
ſons (.1 fay } haue ever 
beene —_ earneſt in the 
maintenice of thole pointy 
of the Romane dodrine 
which are moſt repug- 
nant to ſenſe ( as in par- 
ticular,of that of the reall 
preſence of Chriſts body 
in the blefled Sacrement; 
vnto which all other Sa- 
crements, and aGts of faich 
and deuotion, arereduced) 
and adorethem with grea- 


nes 
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teſt reverence, andare en- 
flamed with feruentelt de- 
uotion vnto them. And 
therefore wee may con- 
clude that this confidence, 
religiouſneſſe,and feruour, 
proceedeth from hEce that 
theſe men,and ſuchamong 
them as cannot be ſuſpec- 
ted for ſimplicity , igno- 
rance, or {iniſter ends ; are 
thus cofirmed inthis faith, 
and are thus ſett on firg 
with this deuotion more 
vigorously and vehemetly 
then ordinary {ecular men; 
by the immediate working 
and inſpiration of the holy 
Ghoſt; from whole ſtrea- 
mes it is hkely they drinke 
purer and clcerer waters, 
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and neerer the well hcad, 
then other men of a more 
worldly and vulgar con- 
netiation. And it were not 
aprecable tothe goodneſle 
of God to permirt thoſe 
perſons that molt affec- 
tionatly ſeeke him , and 
who far his ſake , out of 
puredcuotion and defire of 
contemplating truth, doe 
" abridge themiclues of all 
otherwordly contentmets, 
to haue theyr vnderſtand- 
ings worle blynded with 
falſe doctrine then other 
men that ſ{ecke him more 
coldly and care leſle for 
him;and to haue theu wills 
moredepraued then theirs 
with erroneous and falſe 
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deuotion, as of neceſſity it 
would follow theyrs were, 
ifthe doctrine that theCa- 
tholicke Church profeſ- 
ſeth were not true, and the 
holy Ghoſt reſided not in 
it to workethole effects. 
Now on the contrary 
part, lett vs make ashorr 
inquiry whether it be pro- 
bablethatthe late preten- 
ded reformers haue beene 
illuminated by God in an 
extraordinary manner , to 
diſcouer truth ; which 
they ſay hath for many 
ages layen hidd. Surely it 
any ſuch thing were, they 
would haue exprefled in 
theyre manner of life by 
ſomecxtraordinary ſan@ti- 

I my 
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ty and excellent ations, 
and fupernaturall wiſe- 
dome = extraordinaty 
comunication Which they 
would perſuade vs they 
had with the drairaty. For 
as by a radiant beame of 
light $hining in at the 
chinke of a window, wee 
know aſlured!y, the funne 
beateth vpon it, although 
welce not his body ; - 
likewiſe there should haue 
broken out fro them ſome 
admirable and excellent 
efte whereby wee might 
reſt confident that the di- 
uine ſunne iLuminated 
theire vndeiltanding, and 
enflamed theyxe will. 
Moyles when hce came 
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downe from the moun- 
tayne Where hee ſoe long 
conuerſed with God, ex- 
preſſed euen by the luſter 
glittering from his face, 
that it was not an ordinar 

or naturall light which 
had shined vato him : the 
Apoltlegwhen they were 
replenished with the holy 
Ghoſt receiued immediat- 
ly the guift of tongues 
and a cleere intelligence of 
all the Scriptures; whereby 
they made cleare vntothe 
auditors the obſcureſt paſ- 
ſages of them ; and con- 
tinually wrought muacles: 
and all thoſe that euer 
fince them have introdu- 
ced the Goſpell into any 
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country where formerly it 
Was not receaued,haue (hill 
had thyre commiſſion au- 
oriſed by the ſame ſea- 
les; and $hall our late par- 
ticular Reformers be cre- 
dited in theyr pretended 
vocation , and in theyr 
new doctrine that shakerh 
the very foundations of the 
faith that hath beene by 
the whole Chriſtian world 
for ſve many ages belieued 
and deliuered ouer from 
hand to hand , when as 
nothing appeareth in them 
ſupernaturall and procee- 
ding froma diuine cauſe ? 

This Madame , is as 
much as I hall trouble 
your La: withall vponthis 
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occaſion : Which mdeed 
is much more then at the 
fcſt I intended or could 
hane fulpeted my pen 
would have ſtollen from 
mee. The ſubſtance of all 
which may be ftummed vp 
and reducedto this follow- 
ing short queſtion ; name- 
ly,whether in theelefion 
of the faith whereby you 
hope to be faued , you will 
be guided by the vnani- 
mous conſent of the wileſt, 
the learnedſt, id the piou- 
(eſt men of the whole 
world , that hane bene in- 
ſtructed in what they be- 
liene by men of the like 
quality living in the age 
beforethem ,and ſocfrom 
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agetoagevnuill the Apo® 
les and Chniſt;and that in 
this manner haue deriued 
from that fountayne, both 
a perfect idfull knowledge 
ofall that ought co be be- 
lieued,and likewifea right 
vnderſtidingandinterpre- 
cation ofthe Scriptures, as 
farr as concerneth faith; 
{hn erue ſenſe of which 

o farr, is alſoe delivered 
ouer by the ſame tradi- 
tion.) Or whether youwil 
aſlent vnto the new and 
Wreſted interpretations of 
_ of Scripture, made 

y late menthat rely mee- 
rely vpan theire ſingleiud+ 
gementand witt(tooslight 
a barcke to fayle in 


Inn, 
through ſoe immenſe an 
* Ocean) andwhole chiefe 
'  leadersforhumanereſpeds 
and firiſter ends ( not to 
ſay worſe of them) made,a 
deſperate defeftion from 
the other maine body; 
ſince which tyme;znoerwo 
of them haueagreed in do- 
Arine; and among whom 
it is impoſſible your lady- 
_ greate iudgement 
and {trong vnderſtanding 
Should findeany ſolide ſtay 
to repole ſecurely vpon, 
and to quiett all thoſe ra- 
tionall doubts that your 
perceingwit ſuggeſtethvn- 
to you. and here, Madame, 
I shall make anend; hae- 
uing ſincenly , and as ſuc- 
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cin&ly and playnely asI 
can delivered you the 
chiefe conſiderations that 
in this affayre turned che 
{cale of the balance with 
mee;Which in good faith I 
hauedone with all the ſim- 
plicity and ingenuity that 
I can —_— my lenle 
with; being not atall war- 
med with any paſſion or 
partiality , nor ray{ecd out 
of my eue picch and tem - 
per with any (pirit of dif- 
putation,or {1ding humor; 
( Which few haue auoyded 
vpon this ſubie&) but I 
hauec gwen you a true pic- 
ture of my ſeriouſelt and 
laddelt thoughts and reſo- 
lutions to my -{elfe in this 


1 
molt important buſyneſle; 
wherein you will belicue 
I] would take thegreateſt 
paines I was able , ro be 
ſurc not tobe decaiued. I 
haue not ſought to show: 
wittineſlg or acuteneſle of 
learning inthe debating of 
theſe points; or hauc aftec- 
ted polished langage inthe 
committing them to pa- 
per; for this matter Should 
not be handled for often- 
ration but forvie : and 
though peradutture if this 
diſcourſe should fall into 
the view of ſome learned 
man hee may at the ficlt 
ſight ſett but aslight valew 
ypon it ; yett I pexiWwade 


I 
my ſelfe he he 
beifhee will ponder ir ſe- 
riously and arc and 
with alike interior recol - 
leis as I atthe firſt ſerled 
the grounds of it in my 
owae ſ{oule , he will then 
fndeittoucheth the life of 
the matter : and though I 
haue not deliured my con- 
ceptions ſmoothly and 
well , yett hee will not 
thinke his tyme loſt in 
reading them; and hauing 
ſtronger parts then I, hee 
will make cleerer vie of 
them then I haue done. 
This I am ſure of; thart all- 
though I haue {ett this 
' downeforyourLa : in 2. 
or 


= = 


Ix5 


| or 3, dayes ( forit is noe 


| 
| 


longer ſince you comman- 
ded me todoe it) yer itis 
the produttion and reſulr 
of many howers medita- 
tions by my ſelfe; or rather 
of ſome yeares : and how 
drye ſocuer they may ap- 
pears to your La : wks 
firſt; yer I dace promiſe 
you that vpon your lecod 
and third readings and 
reflexions vpon them , 
they will gaine more credit 
with you ; and you will 
(I know ) by ſuch appli- 
cation of your thoughts 
vpon them , enlarge and 
refine what dependeth of 
the maine heads far be- 
K 


116 
yond' any thing I have 
fayd. Fot fiich 1s the na- 
ture of notions that ate 
Wrought -, like the filke 
Wotrries ball; of ofies owne 
ſubſtance : they aff61d fink | 
and firong threads for a 
pood Workman to weaue 
into a fayre peece of ſtuffe: 
Whereas they that like 
bees doe gather hony 
frem' ſenerall authors ; 
or that like Aunts , doe 
imake vp their ſtore by 
What they picke vp in the 


OO — 


originall cinde c& | 


from ethers hbours ; may 


aduentore Mm that | 


orkes feeme more plea- 
fant at che firſt rake, orap- 


7 
eare to haue a fayrer 
eapeat the firſt view, but 

the others webb is more 

vicfull, more ſubſtanriall, 
and more durable. 

I beleech God of his 
grace and goodnefle, in 
this life to enlighten your 
La : vnderſtanding that 
you may diſcerne truth, 
and to diſpoſe your will 
that you may imbrace it; 
and in the next , to giue 
you part among thoſe 
gloriousA poltles, Fathers, 
Doors, and Martyrsthat 
deriuing the ſame truth 
from him, haue from hand 
to hand deliuered un ouer 
to our tymes. 
FIN1S. 


